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My Favorite Crayon Color Is Brown

Greetings from Niger! While we’ve heard that many of
you have been experiencing a rather chilly spring we are finding ourselves well on the way to hot season—it was 101 degrees at 7:00 this morning on our porch! As the Niger river
drops lower and the watering holes and ponds scattered
around the countryside begin to dry up I am reminded again
that Niger is a very dry place.
The dryness is evident in a spiritual sense too, in spite of
the abundance of mosques and the attention given to daily
prayers and other rituals of Islam. In conversations with
Muslim friends I have often observed that while they may
have many arguments and defenses for their faith and
against Christianity, there seems to be little thirst for the
knowledge of God and His will in their life.
I appreciate what David writes in Psalm 63 (when he was
in the wilderness of Judah): O God, you are my God; I shall

seek You earnestly; my soul thirsts for You, my flesh yearns
for You, in a dry and weary land where there is no water. In
Niger, it may take a lot of effort to satisfy a physical thirst,
sometimes you have to walk a long distance to find water,
sometimes that water is at the bottom of a 100 ft. well and
must be drawn out by hand. Nevertheless, you do what it
takes to get water and satisfy that thirst.
One of my prayers for the Zerma is that they would learn
to thirst for God as David did, and that they would apply the
same diligence toward satisfying that thirst as they do in
quenching their physical thirst every day. May the Zerma see
clearly that Christ is a fountain of living water, while Islam
offers only broken and empty cisterns.

Brown is my favorite crayon color. Why? After I tell
Bible stories at four different kids clubs in Niamey, we
often color a picture that goes with the Bible story. Without fail, the children call out for “chocolate, chocolate” (“brown” in French), to color the people on their
page.
Brown is a beautiful color—warm, rich and deep. As
beautiful as the children’s warm, brown eyes when they
light up at hearing about God’s love for them. So, the
next time you see a box of crayons at the store or in your
home, think of the Zerma children who, as much as I
love them, are loved infinitely more by God, and say a
prayer for them.
Pray for the four kids clubs I am leading each week,
there are over seventy kids altogether. Pray that they
will hear and know the truth of God’s love and commit
their hearts to Jesus. Pray for me to be an effective
communicator of God’s word.

ZERMA PROVERB
Laabu dungay si ganji a ma yay.
The heat of the ground doesn’t prevent the return of cool
season.

.

I have been enjoying high school.
I’m in the ninth grade this year and there are
20 other students in my class (9th and 10th
grade combined) at Sahel Academy. My favorite subjects so far are Drama and English. My
days are pretty full with classes and homework
so in my spare time I enjoy playing wii games
and seeing what my friends are doing on Facebook. I also like going to the pool on Saturday
afternoons, especially this time of year when
it’s so hot!

Thank you!
Thank you for being part of our ministry through your
prayers and giving. Many thanks to all of you who pray for us
and our team on a daily basis. Your persistent prayers are making a difference.
We continue to be blessed with volunteers who are helping
us reach the Zerma people with the gospel of Jesus Christ.
We’re grateful for First Baptist Church, Sandersville, GA as
they’ve committed to a ten-year partnership with our team to
reach the Zerma. We hope there will be many more like them.
Thanks again to the many of you who’ve come to assist our
team here on the field in projects ranging from prayer walking to
mentoring to distributing fruit trees. These types of projects are
ongoing so be sure to check our volunteer requests at the IMB
Web site (going.imb.org) if you have an interest in lending us
your time and talents.
Kimberly is looking for ladies with skills in sewing, crocheting,
and knitting to help teach the mothers of kids in her kids clubs.
For more information about this or if you’d like to receive our
monthly prayer letter, send us an email at pnkcain@yahoo.com.

School has been good,
I’ve been enjoying fourth
grade. My favorite subjects are science, social
studies and reading. My
friends and I like to play
soccer and football during
recess and after school.
I also enjoy going to the
pool on Saturdays, it helps
to cool me off and my
friends and I play water
games. My family and I took a short vacation
to Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso last month—I
got to race go-karts with Caroline and a friend
of mine that lives there! It was a lot of fun
and I only crashed into the tires once.

