March Zerma Team Prayer Letter
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THE LORD HAS PROMISED TO THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.

55 in 5
Our leadership in Sub-Saharan Africa has set a five-year goal of engaging 55
unengaged people groups (UUPGs) with a population of over 100,000 people. In
order to reach this goal, which we are calling “55 in 5,” we must first commit to and
praying for and learning about these people groups. A people group is unreached
and unengaged because Christ is largely unknown and the church is insufficient to
make Him known in its broader population without outside help. I am asking you to
join with us in praying for these people groups. Each month for the rest of the year, I
will include five priority people groups to pray for that month. Will you commit to
praying with me for these people?
This past month, we made a trip to a village Phil has been going to weekly to teach
and disciple a group of men. We attended a Sunday worship service, which was
joyful experience—lots of singing, dancing, and a solid message from the Word. In

55 in 5 is a year long focus on praying for
unreached, unengaged peoples in Africa.

the picture above Phil is looking up some verses to answer a question asked by the
young man sitting in the chair before the church service. Kids clubs continue to go
well. I’ve had some older teens join us, as well as two moms. One day I had four
mothers join in! Some new children have come as well. Phil preached one Sunday
at our Zerma church; and before he preached the church’s kids club shared during
a service some of what they learned during this past year of Bible overview. They
did a great job and I think it was an encouragement to the adults to study the Bible.

JAMES 1:12

March Prayer Points
55 in 5 people groups: the Hima of
Uganda, the Ngando of the
Democratic Republic of Congo, the
Soninke of Burkina Faso, the Syenara
Senufo of Mali, and the Zigua of
Tanzania. Pray for God’s spirit to
move among these peoples. Pray for
believers to share and stand firm in
their faith. Pray for God to break
down any barriers that would hinder
people from coming to faith in Christ.
Pray for “Bob,” a new believer who is
a former witch doctor. After making a
profession of faith, he gathered all
his fetishes and tools of his trade and
gave them to Pastor “B” and told him
to take them to Niamey and burn
them. It is not an easy thing to break

Pastor “B” with three of the ten young men that were baptized in February.

with these type of satanic

personal harm, and the witch doctors

strongholds as almost everyone in
Niger believes in the ability if spirits
to manipulate and control everyday
events from crop failures to sickness.
It follows then that these spirits must

play a role in helping people avoid
this harm. Many are watching to see
what will happen to “Bob.”Pray for
“Bob’s” spiritual growth as he seeks
to walk by faith, now trusting in the

be constantly appeased to avoid

living Savior.
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We give praise for ten men who were baptized last month
from two villages. Pray that other believers will follow their
example. Pray that these men and other believers will form
fellowships and groups that will lead to strong, healthy
churches. Pray for their protection and that they will stand
firm if persecution comes their way. Pray
they will have a desire to know and follow
God’s word.
March 10-12 Pray for Phil as he helps lead
a seminar on preaching for our Nigerien
pastors and leaders. Pray for our African
brothers that they will learn how to
accurately handle the Word of God and
communicate it well. We ask the same for
us as well.

Pray for his heart to be continue to be tender to things of
God. Pray for him to understand the Gospel and follow
Jesus.
Psalm 50 states that the cattle on a thousand hills are His.
Pastor “Adam’s” family lost their only cow after
complications after she gave birth. This is a financial blow
to their family. Pray for the calf to live and grow as they
care for it and feed it.

“Is Jesus alive or
dead?” asks “Isaac,”
an older teenager
coming to kids club at
the end of February.

Pray for “Noah,” the second person of the three people
we’re asking God for their salvation in 2020. He is the
young man who had the bad leg wound that was healed.

Pray for the moms and some older teens
who have been coming to kids clubs.
“Isaac” is an older teen who asked the
question about Jesus being dead or alive.
Kimberly got to share how Jesus died but
rose again three days later, and that He
lives! Pray for “Isaac” as he is thinking about

what he learning each week and that He will understand
and believe that Jesus is alive and that he can follow him
with his whole heart. Pray for these children’s mothers to
come to faith in Christ and for entire families to come to
faith and have salvation.

