Gleams in the Desert
Goals, Plans and Hopes for the New Year

January 2022

Gleams in the Desert
Updates and Prayer Requests
We enjoyed a wonderful holiday season in December. Covid and illnesses are
still circulating in our mission community, which led to the cancellations of
both our Thanksgiving and Christmas large gatherings. We celebrated with
fewer in number and still enjoyed this special time of the year.
We had our three ofﬁce workers over for lunch a couple of days before
Christmas. Phil read the Christmas story from Luke 2. Our female colleague
launched into a gospel presentation which then led to a twenty minute
discussion. Pray for our two Muslim colleagues to open their hearts and
minds to the truth of the Gospel.
Our church, Emmanuel Baptist, had a Christmas Eve celebration. The Gospel was
proclaimed and there was singing, a skit and dancing to celebrate the birth of
Jesus. The girls shared their advent study we did this past month to prepare
our hearts and minds for Christmas. They shared about Hope, Love, Joy, and
Peace. It was encouraging to see the kids in the crowd really pay attention to
their peers as they spoke.
We pray God will use that time of celebration to draw their hearts to God.
Following the service we all had a meal together which consisted of meat,
sauce, and baguette bread served on large platters to eat together with your
friends. A highlight for me was seeing a young teenage boy that would
occasionally come to kids clubs when he was younger. He greeted me and was
happy to know that I remembered him and his name. Pray for God to use the
Bible stories that he learned to call this young man to Himself.

Pray for our son Caleb as he starts a new job with better pay on January
3rd. Pray for him to pursue excellence and for this job to bring him joy and
satisfaction.
January 21-22 and January 28-29 are the dates for our next training sessions.
We will be teaching on a biblical understanding of the gospel. Pray that this
teaching will equip and prepare these men and women to share God-centered
gospel presentations and to counter false gospels, especially the prosperity
gospel which has gained so much inﬂuence here in West Africa.
Our team has partnered with “Harry,” a young man from Benin, to plant
churches in an area of northern Benin, to the south of Niger. Pray for him as
he builds relationships and works with several believers in the town where he
lives to spread the gospel and start outreach groups. Pray that God will direct
him to those whose hearts He has prepared to hear the Good News and to new
believers who need discipled.
Pray for opportunities to lead children’s ministry trainings in 2022. Pray for
our churches and outreach groups to see the potential in reaching the children of
Niger as a way to impact lostness among the people here.
January is the time when we set our ministry goals for the coming year. Please
pray for wisdom and discernment as we write and submit our goals. Pray that we
would be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading and guidance and that all we do will
bring God honor and glory.

